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NJMC and Ridgefield launch “Operation: Skeetkill Marsh” 
Three-phase project will enhance Ridgefield wetlands 

 
LYNDHURST, N.J. – The New Jersey Meadowlands Commission Chairwoman Susan 
Bass Levin and Ridgefield Mayor Anthony Suarez today announced a month-long 
restoration of the Skeetkill Creek Wetlands Enhancement Site, which began this week 
with local officials, businesses and environmental groups lending their support. 
 
“We appreciate the interest that Ridgefield residents and borough officials have taken in 
this site,” said NJMC Chair Susan Bass Levin, also the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs Commissioner. “When people get involved in the environment and 
their communities, they take ownership of where they live and help that place prosper. 
We hope to find such dedicated residents and volunteers for all 8,400 acres of open space 
and wetlands in the Meadowlands.” 
 
“This is a much needed environmental restoration,” Suarez said. “In our busy day-to-day 
life, we often forget just how important and the impact these wetlands have on 
Ridgefield.” 
 
The project, dubbed “Operation: Skeetkill Marsh,” began on March 20, with the planting 
of native wildlife by the NJMC. The shoreline will be cleaned and prepared for the 
planting of plant red cedars, cranberrybrush viburnum, winterberry and bayberry trees at 
this 16-acre site. These trees will improve the Skeetkill uplands habitat by providing 
cover, nesting habitats and a food source to some of the 260 species of birds that have 
been reported in the Meadowlands. 
 
Phase two will conclude the week with an installation ceremony for Tree Swallow nest 
boxes on March 25 at 11:30 a.m. NJMC staff will wade into the marsh to install 20 nest 
boxes which were built and decorated by the Ridgefield Girl Scouts at a workshop in 
February. 
 
“Continuing the education of our youngest residents outside the classroom and in real life 
situations is vitally important” said Senator Joseph Coniglio (D-38). “It will be a great 
honor to have the young ladies of the Ridgefield Girl Scouts join in this celebration. Their 
participation in this project proves how deeply committed they are about caring for the 
environment.” 
 
Mayor Suarez has invited Senator Coniglio, Council Members, Ridgefield Environmental 
Commission Members and residents to gather together to celebrate the progress of the 



Skeetkill site. Representatives from Genzyme Biosurgery, Inc., the site’s industrial 
neighbor – who adopted the site in 2002 –also will be on hand.  
 
On April 28, Genzyme workers and volunteers from the Hackensack Riverkeeper 
environmental advocacy group will work in partnership with the NJMC to remove debris 
and common reed - also called phragmites - from the Skeetkill site. The phragmites fall to 
the water each year and form a blanket called rack, which smothers natural vegetation 
and reduces wildlife usage. The groups will rake the phragmites from the water in hopes 
of restoring biodiversity, reestablishing proper tidal flow, and creating open water areas.  
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